II. Read and translate the text:         

GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION OF GREAT BRITAIN

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is situated on the British Isles. It consists of four parts: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. England, Wales and Scotland occupy the territory of Great Britain. Northern Ireland is situated in the northern part of Ireland. 
The territory of the United Kingdom is about 244,000 square kilometers. The surface of Great Britain varies greatly. The northern and western part of the country is mountainous and is called the Highlands. All the rest (south, east and centre) is a vast plain which is called the Lowlands. The mountains are not very high. The rivers are not long. The most important of them are the Severn and the Thames. There are many beautiful lakes in the mountainous parts of the country.

The landscape is rich and varied. Most of the land is agricultural, of which over one third is arable (пахотный), growing various crops, and the rest pasture and grazing (земли, используемые как пастбище). Woodlands cover about 8 per cent of the country. 
The mountains, the Atlantic Ocean and the warm waters of the Gulf Stream influence the climate of Great Britain. It is mild the whole year round. During a normal summer the temperature occasionally rises above 30 0C in the south; winter temperatures below 

-10 0C are rare. January and February are usually the coldest months, July and August – the warmest. 

III. Mark the statements that are true:
1. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland consists of four parts.

2. Northern Ireland is situated in the southern part of Ireland. 

3. The mountains are very high

4. Woodlands cover about 40 per cent of the country.

5. October and November are usually the coldest months, April and May – the warmest.
IV. Complete the sentences:
1. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is situated on …………….

2. The most important rivers are …………………

3. There are many beautiful lakes in ……………………

4. ……………………. influence the climate of Great Britain.

5. During a normal summer the temperature ……………….

V. Insert the right word and expressions from the text:
1. The ………. of the United Kingdom is about 244,000 square kilometers.

2. The ……….. of Great Britain varies greatly.

3. The northern and western part of the country is ………. and is called ………...

4. All the rest is ………..which is called …………….

5. The climate is ………. the whole year round. 

VI. Answer the following questions:

1. Where is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland situated?

2. What occupies the territory of Great Britain?

3. Where is Northern Ireland situated?

4. What do you know about the surface of Great Britain? 

5. What are the most important rivers?

6. What do you know about the landscape?

7. What influences the climate of Great Britain?

8. Which months are usually the coldest and the warmest in Great Britain?

Тема №5

I. Find in the text, translate and memorize the following words and word combinations:
A capital; population; historical and geographical circumstances; commercial and cultural centres; to attract; to be divided into; to concentrate; a masterpiece; a cathedral; a fortress; a prison; to include; to be famous for; coronation; to bury; wealth; luxury; to be named in the memory of…; a battle; an industrial district; densely; 

II. Read and translate the text:         

LONDON
London is the capital city of England and of the United Kingdom, with a population of about 6 -7 million. It is the largest city in Britain and one of the largest in the world. Historical and geographical circumstances have made London one of the world’s most important commercial and cultural centres, while its range of historical connections and its buildings attract millions of tourists from overseas each year. 

London is situated on the river Thames. The city is very old. It has more than 20 centuries old history. Traditionally it is divided into several parts: the City, Westminster, the West End and the East End. They are very different from each other. 

The City is the oldest part of London, its financial and business centre. Numerous banks, offices and firms are concentrated here, including the Bank of England, the Stock Exchange and the Old Bailey (Центральный уголовный суд). Few people live in the City but over a million come to work here. Two masterpieces are situated within the City: St. Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower of London. St. Paul’s Cathedral was built in the 17th century by Christopher Wren. The Tower of London was built in the 11th century. It was used as a fortress, a palace and a prison. Now it’s a museum.

 Westminster is the aristocratic official part of London. It includes Buckingham Palace where the Queen lives and the Houses of Parliament. The Clock Tower of the Houses of Parliament is famous for its big hour bell, known as “Big Ben”. Westminster Abbey is the place where coronation of nearly all kings and queens has taken place. Many of them are buried here as well as some other famous people of the country.     

The West End is the richest and most beautiful part of London. It is the symbol of wealth and luxury. The best hotels, restaurants, shops, parks and houses are in the West End. 

Trafalgar Square is the geographical centre of London. It was named in the memory of Admiral Nelson’s victory at the battle of Trafalgar in 1805. The tall Nelson’s Column stands in the middle of the square. Opposite the Nelson monument is the National Gallery and the National Portrait Gallery. 
The East End is an industrial district. There are many factories and the port of London there.  The region is densely populated by working class families. 

III. Mark the statements that are true:
1. London is the largest city in Britain and one of the largest in the world.

2. London has more than 50 centuries old history.

3. Numerous banks, offices and firms are concentrated in London.

4. “Big Ben” is situated in the City.

5. The West End is an industrial district.
IV. Complete the sentences:
1. Historical and geographical circumstances have made London one of ……………………………………………………

2. London is divided into several parts: ………………………..

3. The City is …………………………………………………...

4. Over a million live in the City but few people come to work here.

5. The Tower of London was used as ………. Now it’s…………...

V. Insert the right word and expressions from the text:
1. London …………………. on the river Thames.

2. Two ………….. are situated within the City: St. Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower of London.

3. Westminster Abbey is the place where ……….of nearly all kings and queens has taken place. Many of them ……..here

4. The West End is the symbol of  ..................................... …..

5. The East End is ………… populated by …………………..
VI. Answer the following questions:
1. Where is London situated?

2. What parts is it traditionally divided?

3. What is the City?

4. What masterpieces are there in the City?

5. What is Westminster?

6. What is situated in Westminster?

7. What is the Clock Tower of the Houses of Parliament famous for?

8. Where has coronation of nearly all kings and queens taken place?

9. What is the West End?

10. What do you know about Trafalgar Square?

11. The East End is an industrial district, isn’t it?

12. How is this region populated? 
Тема №6

I. Find in the text, translate and memorize the following words and word combinations:
Industry; trade; raw material; to manufacture; goods; exports; shipping; insurance;  an invention; a steam engine; machinery for weaving textiles; an inventors; a miner’s safety lamp; equipment; drug; to harness; traditional craftsmanship; an item;  pottery; glassware; leather; a commodity; rubber. 

II. Read and translate the text:         

MAIN INDUSTRIES OF GREAT BRITAIN

Britain lives by industry and trade. Her 55.5 million people provide one of the world’s biggest markets for food and raw materials. British manufactured goods of every kind are sent all over the world. They make up about an eighth of the world’s total exports of manufactures. Invisible exports are shipping, insurance, aviation, tourism, etc. 

Just over 200 years ago the first industrial revolution began in Britain with such epoch-making inventions as the steam engine and the first machinery for weaving textiles. Later, British inventors and engineers gave the world the first steamships, pneumatic tyres (пневматические шины; покрышки), miners’ safety lamps and many other things that are now familiar everywhere.

Today, in a new age of modern technology, Britain has made important advances in such new industries as electronics and telecommunications equipment, in aircraft and engines, in plastics and synthetic materials, radio-isotopes and new drugs - all major exports. At the same time Britain has harnessed (применять, использовать) traditional craftsmanship (мастерство) to modern methods to continue to produce those items for which she is justly famous, such as pottery, glassware, woolen and leather goods. 

Engineering industries (машиностроительные отрасли промышленности) produce many leading exports: electrical machinery, cars, tractors and commercial vehicles (перевозочное средство), bicycles make up nearly half the goods exported. 

Britain is the world’s third largest trading nation, accounting for about 11 per cent of international trade in manufactured goods. Over a quarter of total exports go to Commonwealth countries and over a third to Western Europe. The United States, Canada, Australia, India, New Zealand and The Federal Republic of Germany are among Britain’s chief trading partners. 

 Britain’s role as a trading nation and as centre of the Sterling Area (стерлинговая зона), which holds a quarter of the world’s population, includes a vast network of financial services, centred on the City of London. With its many famous institutions, such as the Bank of England, the Stock Exchange (Лондонская фондовая биржа) and Lloyd’s (“Ллойд” – ассоциация страховщиков), and its international markets for commodities such as rubber, metals and tea, the City has for over a century held a place of first importance in world trade.

III. Mark the statements that are true:
1. The British provide one of the world’s biggest markets for food and raw materials.

2. Bicycles make up nearly half the goods exported.

3. Over a quarter of total exports go to Western Europe.

4. Britain is the world’s first largest trading nation accounting for about 11 per cent of international trade in manufactured goods.

5. New Zealand and The Federal Republic of Germany are among Britain’s chief trading partners. 
IV. Complete the sentences:
1. The British make up about an eighth of …………………….

2. Invisible exports are …………………………………………

3. British inventors and engineers gave ………………………..

4. Britain is the world’s third largest trading nation, accounting ……………………………………………………………….

5. …………………..are among Britain’s chief trading partners. 

V. Insert the right word and expressions from the text:
1. British manufactured …. of every kind …..all over the world. 

2. Britain has harnessed ……….. to modern methods to continue to produce those items for which she is justly famous.

3. Engineering industries produce many ……………..: electrical machinery, cars, tractors and ……………………………

4. The United States, Canada and Australia are among Britain’s ……………………………………………………………….

5. Britain’s role as a trading nation and as centre of the Sterling Area, which holds a quarter of the world’s population, includes …………………………………of financial services.
VI. Answer the following questions:

1. What industries has Britain made important advances in?

2. What export items do Britain’s engineering industries produce?

3. What place does Britain hold in the international trade?

4. Why is Britain one of the largest trading nations?

5. What is Britain’s role as centre of the Sterling Area?

6. Where are financial services of Britain concentrated?

7. What famous institutions play a leading role in world trade?
Тема №7
I. Find in the text, translate and memorize the following words and word combinations:
a parliamentary democracy; head of State; to consist of; to summon; to dissolve; the major part; lawmaking; an elected member; to represent; an area; to elect;  a general election; to vote; to form; support; a leader; official opposition; a peer; judicial duties; local authorities; power; to govern local affairs; to finance; a current expenditure.   

II. Read and translate the text:         

POLITICAL SYSTEM OF GREAT BRITAIN

Britain is a parliamentary democracy with a Constitutional monarch, Queen Elizabeth II, as head of State. The country is governed in the Queen’s name by the Government. The Queen is also head of the Commonwealth (Содружество), and is head of the Church of England.

Parliament consists of the House of Lords and the House of Commons, together with the Queen in her constitutional role. The Queen formally summons (созывать) and dissolves (распускать) Parliament, and opens each new session. 

The House of Commons, which plays the major part in lawmaking, consists of 635 elected members of Parliament (MPs), each representing an area in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland. MPs are elected either at a general election (which must be held at least every five years) or at a by-election held when a seat falls vacant (освобождаться) because of the death or resignation (заявление об отставке) of the member. The minimum voting age is 18, and the voting is by secret ballot (тайное голосование). The Government is formed by the political party which can command majority support in the House of Commons. Its leader is the Prime Minister, who chooses a number of ministers. The second largest party becomes the official opposition with its leader and “shadow cabinet” (“теневой кабинет”-состав кабинета министров, намечаемый лидерами оппозиции). 

The House of Lords is made up of hereditary (наследственный) and life (пожизненный) peers, including the law lords appointed to undertake the judicial duties of the House, and the Lords Spiritual (two archbishops and 24 bishops of the Church of England).The House is presided over by the Lord Chancellor (лорд-канцлер) who is head of the judiciary in England and Wales. Legislative measures are introduced into Parliament as Bills. Bills are considered both by the House of Commons and by the House of Lords.

Local government is carried out by democratically elected councils (local authorities) which deal with planning and housing, education, personal social services (социальные службы-по защите прав граждан), police, fire brigades and many other services in their areas. Local authorities are given their powers by Parliament and are largely free to govern local affairs in their own way. They levy (взимать налог) rates – a form of local property tax – and in this way finance about a third of their current expenditure.

III. Mark the statements that are true:
1. Prime Minister is the head of the state in Great Britain.

2. As a rule Queen opens each new session of the Parliament. 

3. The House of Commons is made up of hereditary and life peers.

4. Each new bill should be considered by both The House of Lords and The House of Commons.

5. Local authorities are controlled by the Parliament and are free in their actions/

IV. Complete the sentences:
1. Local government is carried out by…

2. The Lords Spiritual are…

3. The House of Commons consists of…

4. The Great Britain is governed by…

5. The Lord Chancellor is…
V. Insert the right word and expressions from the text:
1. …………… is also head of the Commonwealth, and is head of……………………………...

2. The Queen formally…………. and …………..Parliament, and opens each new session. 

3. The minimum ………....  ……. is 18, and the voting is by secret ………….. .

4. . The Government’s leader is…………………, who chooses a number of ministers.

5. The second largest party becomes the official……………. with its leader and “…………… cabinet”.

VI. Answer the following questions:

1. Who is the constitutional monarch of Great Britain now?

2. Does the queen perform government’s acts herself?

3. What is the relationship between the queen and the Parliament in Britain?

4. How are members of Parliament elected?

5. What do you know about the House of Lords?

6. Who is the head of the judiciary in England and Wales?

7. What does the local government deal with?

8. What gives powers to local authorities?

Тема №8

I. Find in the text, translate and memorize the following words and word combinations:
To be situated on; occupy the territory; northern; highly developed; to be known; iron and steel products; machinery; aircraft and navigation equipment; chief; to be free; monarchy; chamber; to be elected; to be divided into; factory; industrial.

II. Read and translate the text:         

THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN

AND NOTHERN IRELAND

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is situated on the British Isles. It consists of four parts: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. England, Wales and Scotland occupy the territory of Great Britain. Northern Ireland is situated in the northern part of Ireland. 

Great Britain is a highly developed industrial country. It is known as one of the world’s largest producers and exporters of iron and steel products, machinery and electronics, chemicals and textile, aircraft and navigation equipment. One of the chief industries of the country is shipbuilding. 

Great Britain is a country with old cultural traditions and customs. The most famous educational centres are Oxford and Cambridge Universities. They are considered to be the intellectual centres of Europe. The education is not free, it is very expensive.

The United Kingdom is a monarchy and the Queen is the head of the state. But in practice it is ruled by the elected government with the Prime Minister at the head. The British Parliament consists of two chambers: the House of Lords and the House of Commons.

There are three main political parties in Great Britain: the Labour, the Conservative and the Liberal parties. The Labour party is the ruling party nowadays.

London is the capital of Great Britain, its political, economic and commercial centre. It is one of the largest cities in the world. London is situated on the river Thames. The city is very old. It has more than 20 centuries old history. Traditionally it is divided into several parts: the City, Westminster, the West End and the East End.

The City is the oldest part of London, its financial and business centre. Numerous banks, offices and firms are situated here. 

Westminster is the aristocratic official part of London. Buckingham Palace and the Houses of Parliament are situated here.  

The West End is the richest and most beautiful part of London. The best hotels, restaurants, shops, parks and houses are in the West End.

The East End is an industrial district. There are many factories and the port of London there.  

III. Mark the statements that are true:
1. The United Kingdom consists of three parts: England, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

2. Great Britain is known as an industrial country and it mainly exports iron and steel and the chief industry is machinery.

3. Oxbridge is considered to be the intellectual centre of Europe and the tuition in these universities is not free of charge.

4. The United Kingdom is an absolute monarchy.

5. West End is the place where most of the fashion shops, restaurants and museums are situated. 
IV. Complete the sentences:
1. The most famous educational centres are ……………….. .

2. The Queen is ……………..of the state.

3. But in practice The Great Britain is ruled by ……………  …………… with ……….  ………….. at the head.

4. There are three main political parties in Great Britain: ………………………………………………………….. .
5. The East End is …………………………. district.
V. Insert the right word and expressions from the text:
1. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is situated on ……………………………… .

2. One of the chief industries of the country is ……………….. .

3. . ………………. and …………………….are considered to be the intellectual centres of Europe.

4. The British ……………. consists of two ……………: the House of Lords and the House of Commons.

VI. Answer the following questions:
1. What is the official name of Great Britain?

2. What industries are highly developed in Great Britain?

3. What higher educational establishments in Great Britain do you know?

4. What are the main political parties in Great Britain?

5. London is the capital, political and commercial centre, isn’t it?

6. What can you say about London’s division?

